religious culture, whether in the parish or in the school. Second, the communications environment makes a new assessment of what counts as literacy, and even theology, a significant challenge. Third, literacy is more than the accumulation of content, but also includes openness to the commitments and communities that bear the religious content. Theological education, like catechesis, concerns not merely ideas about religion; it is also a formative discipline that includes touching hearts.
Religious literacy, in the present context, entails religious "fluency," that is, the ability to communicate meaning as well as conceptual formulations. One's faith is not merely an insider's language for church folk. In our pluralistic culture, one is challenged to find ways to make faith intelligible and relevant to a wider audience than fellow believers. Even among fellow believers, religious symbols and ideas can bear different meanings.
In the promotion of Catholic religious literacy, the whole of the Christian community is taken into the purview. As one of the authors notes:
It seems to me that no clergyperson or church leader [catechist or administrator], at least, is "literate" who does not have some basic sense of the strengths and visions of the Christian faith and life as it is displayed in various major strands of the church. (Heim, p. 64) Promoting appreciation for and knowledge of the Christian faith is a perennial evangelization task of the Church, inculturated in new ways in each new generation and environment. This volume is helpful for those who want to reflect more deeply on the challenges, prospects, and resources for enhancing theological literacy and attending to the task of building religious literacy among the faithful. Parish council members may find some helpful ideas contained in these pages, especially when planning ecumenical worship, joint service projects, or common engagements. The classroom educator, however, will find these essays somewhat theoretical and distanced from practice. 
